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Calendar of Events
Chapter Board Meeting
Tuesday, June 6, 7 p.m.
Commons Area at PAC Center
Hart Ranch Performance
June 9, 2017
Hart Ranch

T

he next big “happening” (pun intended), that looms over the
horizon is Harmony Happening in the Hills. Make sure you ALL
have cleared your calendars for the weekend of August 25 and
26. This is an annual event that has been on the calendar for
not just a year, but for many years, so shouldn’t be missed by any of
our hosting chapter members. It will be a great weekend with many
new friends you haven’t met yet, and some you have already met.
To add to how exciting the weekend will be is that the director for
the weekend will be Darin Drown, former director of the Sound of
the Rockies and newly named director of the Velvet Hills Sweet
Adeline Chorus in Colorado Springs. Some of you may remember
when Darin came and coached us several years back.
Also, to add to the excitement, we have three BHS chapters who have
committed to joining us at the mountain—Denver MountainAires,
Bismark/Mandan Northern Lights Chorus, and the Billings Treasure State Chorus. How many other chapters can we get to commit
to singing with us under the noses of the world’s largest all Baritone
quartet? We all have Barbershop friends who we can, and should, invite to share the good times with us. As the saying goes, “Just do it!”
Let’s see if we can fill our risers with 100 singers. It really is a weekend
that should not be missed—at least once in everyone’s Barbershop life.

Jim Gogolin Memorial Service
June 16, 10 a.m.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Hill City
Jim Gogolin Inurnment
June 16, 2 p.m.
Black Hills National Cemetery
Sturgis
BHS International Convention
July 2-9, 2017
Las Vegas, Nev.
Chapter Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 5, 7 p.m.
Commons Area at PAC Center
Harmony Happening in the Hills
August 25-26, 2017
Hill City Boys & Girls Club,
Hill City High School,
& Mt. Rushmore
RMD Fall Convention
October 6-8, 2017
Zermatt Resort
Midway, Utah
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Print off two copies
of this newsletter
to share—one with
your family and
one with someone
you are bringing to
a chapter meeting.
Let them know they
belong here!

June 2017

Chapter
quartets!

Black Hills Blend

Al Kelts, tenor
Alan Schulte, lead
Wayne Anderson, baritone
Pete Anderson, bass

Birthday Celebrations

Alan Schulte
Brady Zietlow
Carter Price
Jim Olson

June 1
June 6
June 11
June 12

Visit us online at:

www.shrineofdemocracychorus.org

The Mt. Rushmore Chapter and
the Shrine of Democracy Chorus
meet every Thursday evening at 7:00
p.m. Meetings and rehearsals are held
in the Performing Arts Center Choir
Room (through the South St. entrance)
in Rapid City. All guests are welcome.
All men are welcome to come sing with
us. For more information, call (605)
209-3701.

The Voice of Rushmore

Comments Submitted by
Chorus Members
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Hey John,
Chris and his wife welcomed their new baby just
two days after the show this last weekend!!! Another
healthy baby girl!
Our fill in (Bryan) is very talented and an outstanding musician!! We sincerely appreciate your guys
flexibility during these crazy times!!!
Thank you again for a great weekend and a great
show.
I hope we can do it again in the future.

Jonny (Moroni)
Flowers were sent to Chris and his wife
to congratulate them on the birth of the
new daughter and to say we missed
having him here. ~Ed
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Al Kelts
2017 President

I

t’s amazing how time flies!
Pieter Wouden joined the
Shrine of Democracy Chorus eight years ago, joined Black
Hills Blend on a whim seven
and a half years ago, and then last
fall was gone. With that disappearance went my plans to do “his story!” However, at Clayton’s urging,
Pieter returned to help us with our Spring shows and
I finally got the chance to do “his story.”
Although several of the SOD choristers came from
East of here, Pieter wins the “most East” prize since
he was born in Holland in 1945! That year, Pieter’s
Dad’s scheduled trip to Germany on a labor force was
halted when his mother argued with the Commandant
and his older, non-married brother, went to Germany instead! Subsequently, Pieter’s family, including
that uncle, migrated to Salt Lake City where his dad
worked in steel fabrication and mom was a homemaker, raising Pieter and his three younger brothers. Currently, one of Pieter’s brothers lives in Kansas City,
has his PhD in mechanical engineering, and works
on energy saving programs. A second brother lives in
Brigham City where he does mechanical engineering,
specifically working on rocket motors. Unfortunately,
his third brother died recently.
Pieter does not describe himself as a sterling high
school student, indicating that he “squeaked by,” but
did fairly well in math. His musical endeavors included
a mixed chorus and, with the purchase of a guitar, he
became a “closet picker and singer.” After high school
in 1964, he lasted one semester in trade school and
then joined the Air Force!
Since Viet Nam was looming large, Pieter’s buddy
convinced him to join the Air Force. He did his basic training in Texas and then nine months of tech
school on Atlas Missiles (along with only three other
classmates). His first actual assignment was on Atlas E Missile Systems in Spokane, Wash. as part of
the launch crew. When these missiles were phased
out, he was transferred to Ellsworth Air Force Base
(EAFB) where he worked on Minute Man Missile for
the rest of his Air Force career, except for six years
spent in Ogden, Utah in a depot facility. At this facil-
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ity, Minute Man Missiles, were stored and tested for
surveillance and motor function of all stages. He returned to EAFB, rose through the ranks, and retired
in 1986 as a Senior Master Sgt., spending all his time
at EAFB and not much time out at the silos. In retrospect, Pieter says it was “more fun when I was a kid
and not bogged down with rules and regulations as a
Master Sergeant!”
In 1967, Pieter married his first wife, a “service brat”
from EAFB. They had their first two children in Rapid
City, i.e., a boy and girl, and their third child, a girl,
in Utah. Back in Rapid City, Pieter and his wife divorced and she left him with the three kids when she
“rode off into the sunset (or sunrise) with a boyfriend.”
Faced with his marked responsibilities as single parent to three children, Pieter retired from the Air Force
in 1986 after 23 years of service. Pieter soon discovered that single parenting is a tough job when his oldest daughter, as a teenager, ran away from home, but
eventually turned her life around and got her GED.
She is now a Sheriff’s Deputy, is married to the Rapid
City Assistant Fire Chief, and has provided Pieter with
five grandkids, two of whom are girls’ basketball stars
at Central High School. Pieter’s son, Pieter, sang with
the SOD Chorus for a couple of years. Unfortunately,
he no longer sings with us because he is now out of
town most the time as a government contractor for
computer systems, although his home remains in
Sturgis. Pieter’s youngest daughter is a deli manager
in Florida where she lives with her husband and two
children.
In 1987, he married Marjorie, an RN who worked for
the famous (or infamous) Gastroenterologist, Dr. Ken
Vogele. With their marriage, Pieter acquired two stepchildren, a boy who joined the Army and then became
a policeman, and a girl, who lives in Phoenix and has
raised two children, in spite of suffering from a significant degenerative disorder. After leaving EAFB,
Pieter been working for the Texaco Petroleum jobber
in town, selling wholesale Texaco products as well as
driving a fuel truck to provide bulk fuels to surrounding ranches. After a while he became supervisor for
the Texaco warehouse and then “finally retired from
everything in 2007.”
But wait a minute, I thought this article was about
Pieter the musician! Well, while Pieter, his wife, and
two kids were living in Utah, Pieter became a “closet
banjo picker,” self-taught, which was a lot harder than
learning to play the guitar! Over time, his love of Blue
Grass music flourished, especially when the Black
Hills Blue Grass Band lost its bass player, who
was replaced by Pieter.
Continued on page 5
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Presidential Prattling continued from page 4
Subsequently, when their banjo player moved and
Pieter became the BHBGB’s banjo player. After a
while, their mandolin player left and Pieter learned
to play the mandolin, “almost driving them (BHBGB)
crazy.” (I met Pieter and the rest of the Black Hills
Blue Grass Band years ago when they played for
the Black Hills Neurology Christmas Party each year.)
Interestingly, Pieter’s first contact with Barbershop
occurred when he was living in Utah, because he felt
that he “should sing more.” At the Open House for
the Salt Lake City Barbershop chorus, they sang “old
tunes” and it was “almost too much,” i.e., he was worn
out and didn’t go back! Here in Rapid City, he saw an
ad for the Dakota Choral Union (DCU)and decided to give it a try for a year. In DCU, he sat next
to Clayton who told him that “at Barbershop we have
a lot more fun!” Subsequently, he saw an ad in the
Journal for an SOD Open House, remembered Clayton’s words, and showed up at one of our rehearsals
eight years ago! Six months later he thought it would
be “fun” to try out for BHB and became our story-teller
until he decided to back off from Barbershop last year.
During his absence from the SOD chorus he has focused on his greatest love—Bluegrass music--while
spending hundreds of hours on his daughter’s house
and several projects around home, such as building a
pole barn! It has been great having him back to sing
lead in the SOD chorus and, with other BHBGB folk,
to accompany us on “Mommas” and “Grandma’s
Feather Bed!”
Pieter’s comments:
• “Playing the mandolin has opened the door to more
kinds of music, such as waltzes and Latin music.”
• “Blue Grass is a participatory, social sport…..like
barbershop!”

Al
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FREE YOUR VOICE
by John Newell, Lead, Realtime
from “Let It Out” Vocal Performance
Coaching Facebook Page

L

ast Friday, I had the privilege of attending
a concert by Chanticleer—the greatest male
choir you could ever hear. It was inspiring on
every level. As a vocal coach, I simply HAD to pay
some attention to their technique, which was not evident and required me to deliberately wrench my attention away from the emotional artistry and perfect
fabric of sound. Each singer had a lifted sternum and
relaxed shoulders topped by a perfectly aligned and
relaxed neck. Not one ever jutted his neck forward
or even braced the muscles slightly. As for breaths, I
never heard one.
Pay attention to your alignment and your breathing.
Do you take noisy, high-pitched breaths? Make them
quieter in the easiest way you can. Now make that
a habit by sheer repetition. You will sing better and
more easily. You’ll likely have better breath management as well.
This video is from five years ago, but they sang this
last week, as part of a huge program of enormously
varied music. https://youtu.be/1lH-b5lDB9s.

The Magic Word
• It is our attitude at the beginning of a task which,
more than anything else, will bring about its successful outcome.
• Our attitude toward others determines their attitude toward us.
• The higher you go in any worthwhile organization, the better the attitudes you’ll find. Attitudes are not the result of success. Success is
the result of good attitudes.
• The deepest craving of human beings is for self
esteem—to be needed, to feel important, to be
appreciated. When you treat every person you
meet with the attitude that they are the most
important person in the world, both of you will
benefit.

The Voice of Rushmore

Page 6
June 2017
committees. A signed copy of the VOCAL SPECTRUM
contract is in hand, so we know what we need to have ready
for their dressing room, etc. The secretary will request insurance coverage Monday, May 8 and needs names of
Black Hills Bluegrass Band ensemble members.
John Elving has procured a sound technician. Bill Grant
and his wife Terry have approximately 8-10 people volunteering on Saturday to prepare the roses for presentation.
Lynn DesLauriers and Bill Grant note the Booklet is at the
printers and it contains 104 sponsorships.
At the behest of Harmony Happening in the Hills Cochair Rod Pfiefle, President Kelts spoke to Jim Clark
about the lodging requirements for Jim and for Clinician
Darin Drown. They are both undecided about bringing
David L'Esperance
their families, so rooms can’t be definitively booked at this
Chapter Secretary
time.
OLD BUSINESS:
CALL TO ORDER:
Member-at-Large Wayne Anderson represented Pete
The regular monthly meeting for May 2017 of the Board
Anderson in the matter of reimbursements for expenses
of Directors of the Mt. Rushmore Chapter of the Barberof Black Hills Blend’s attendance at RMHC at Estes Park.
shop Harmony Society was called to order by President
Pete did not have receipts for the lodging costs, and the
Alan Kelts at 6:08 p.m. on May 2, 2017 in the commons
treasurer and secretary were unwilling to certify the payarea of the PACRC/Rapid City High School. The secretary
ments without them. Wayne will assist Pete in trying to get
certified the presence of a quorum, with Show Chair Pete
receipts from Estes Park and RMD staff. Lodging receipts
Stach also in attendance. The proposed agenda was apmust always be presented if reimbursements are expected;
proved as modified.
it’s a tax matter.
MINUTES:
NEW BUSINESS:
The minutes of the April 2017 minutes were approved as
A non-profit organization called “Flags for Fallen Vets”
presented.
is soliciting volunteers to place individual American flags on
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
each grave site at Black Hills National, Ft. Meade National
and Hot Springs National Cemeteries on Sunday Morning
President Kelts and Black Hills Blend had a great
May 28, beginning at 9 a.m. Each volunteer will be given a
time at Rocky Mountain Harmony College/Spring Convenbundle of 20 flags to place. Secretary L’Esperance is asktion and received some excellent coaching; they performed
ing for a sign-up sheet to determine members’ interest in
at the Show of Champions on Saturday evening. President
the project, with the idea in mind if enough voices commit
Kelts also lauded the various show committees for their
we could also give an “impromptu performance of patriotic
solid efforts preparing for EMBRACE. He feels it’s been a
music.
stellar team effort.
IPP Steve Ferley had announced that May’s Chamber
TREASURER’S REPORT:
of Commerce Mixer is at Fort Hayes, but the Chamber’s
Since the meeting was so early in the month, Treasurer
policy of not “allowing” entertainment has removed that
Ron Evenson had not yet received the bank statements
possibility.
and had no formal report. He and Bill Grant noted the
NEXT MEETING//ADJOURNMENT:
sponsorship ads had been a huge success, with sales of
more than 110% of the goal of 20 grand!
The next regular meeting for the board is scheduled for
June 6 (73rd anniversary of D Day) 2017, convening at 7
VP and COMMITTEE REPORTS:
p.m. in the commons area of PACRC/RCHS. With no furMusic and Performance VP Jim Price reiterated the
ther business for the good of the chapter, and we had run
Music Team is really pleased, and is ready to spend this
way past time and were late for the extra rehearsal, Presiweek and next fine-tuning the performance package. There
dent Kelts declared adjournment at 7:13 p.m.
are a few speed bumps needing grading to make sure each
Respectfully submitted
number is the best we can make it.
In Perfect Harmony,
Marketing and Public Relations VP Jessica Kading
David L’Esperance, Secretary
has a good package underway. Maximum use of Facebook, radio and TV spots, live performances and interviews
will take place over the next 11 days. LAMAR electronic
billboards are already showing ads for the show.
EMBRACE: A Mother’s Day Celebration Show
Chair Pete Stach is pleased with the work of each of the

Board Scribblings
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Striving for excellence

June 2017

by Theo Hicks, Circle City Sound Music Director and Lead of Instant Classic
as seen in The Beat, Jerry Troxel, Editor
“Striving for excellence motivates you; Striving for perfection is demoralizing.”
At times, we feel like the only thing that is acceptable is perfection. A perfect product, a perfect pass, a perfect
presentation. Although we all realize that perfection is truly unattainable, we often are blinded to the fact that we
expect it sometimes.
To strive for perfection is unreasonable, and to be honest, immeasurably frustrating. We all want to “reach the
unreachable star,” and are demoralized when we don’t achieve our goals. Working toward perfection is a sure
way to burn out and eventually resolve to giving up.
We have to shift our perspective and realize that aiming for excellence is far more sustainable, and just because we want excellence does not mean that we are hoping for perfection. Rather, we are pushing ourselves
to be better than we thought we could ever become—aiming to become the best versions of ourselves, and not
settling for average attempts or mediocre results. There’s an important process in realizing your potential of excellence. We need to make sure we have a process that will lead us to success!

Set reasonable goals—short term and long term!
Remember to set attainable and measurable goals for yourself. When you achieve one goal, make a new, more
challenging goal! Perhaps you want to be the first to learn your music in the entire chorus, or you want to improve
your breath support through simple practice exercises in the morning. Always striving to do some-thing better is
part of living excellence every day.

Learn to be comfortable outside your comfort zone!
At right is a great illustration that demonstrates how we reach excellence in any circumstance. If we never push
our own personal boundaries of comfort, we will not be willing to try new things and new ideas, which are crucial
for growth and development. To stop learning is to stop living. The journey never stops!

Attitude is EVERYTHING
If you think you can do it, you’re right! If you think you can’t do it, you’re also right! The Kitzmiller brothers have
a notorious saying in our quartet rehearsals—whenever one of us says something defeatist or negative, they
will say (with the cheekiest of tones) “Well, not with that attitude.” Jerry Troxel’s “8 Steps to YES!” class (reprinted in a former issue) was about having the right attitude—change your perspective, and you can go from “I
won’t do it” to “I did it!”
Dr. Tim Lautzenheizer, Conn Selmer Vice President of Education, explains in his book series on attitudes, “I
control my thoughts, my thoughts control my attitude, my attitude affects my behavior, my behavior inspires my
actions, and my actions create my destiny. Therefore, I control my destiny.”

WHEN you fail, get back up and try again!
Most people who have been successful in their life can tell you that they feel that they had more failures than
successes. If you fall down seven times but get back up eight times, you have still succeeded! There’s a great
song called “It’s Not Where You Start, It’s Where You Finish” with lyrics like “...it’s not how you go, it’s how
you land” and “Your final return will not diminish, and you can be the cream of the crop!”
Gentlemen, let’s keep striving for excellence! Perfection is a flawed idea, but the pursuit of excellence is attainable—all we have to do is have the right attitude and never stop trying!
“If you don’t value excellence, you won’t achieve excellence.”

The Voice of Rushmore
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Harmony Singing 101

I

By John Elving

recently read an article that can help us become the very best harmony singers possible. It was aimed at
a different style of music than what we sing—Barbershop. However, the principles of what was being said
do apply to not only that style of music, but our style as well. As a matter of fact, it applies to every style
of singing.
Harmony is the beautiful sound of multiple notes being sung (or played) together. Most people enjoy the sound
of voices making beautiful music through the use of vocal harmony. Many men we talk to about singing with us
feel they can’t do what we do. Is the ability to harmonize merely a talent that some possess while others do not?
Or is it something that can be learned by almost everyone? Here are some things that will help you, and others,
to be very successful harmony singers. After all, Barbershop is all about “ear singing” in harmony. What we do
is really four-parts in harmony, not three parts against the melody. All four must work together to be beautiful.
For anyone wanting to learn how to sing harmony, even if they sing the melody most of the time, they probably
need to sing less and listen more. In other words, stop singing along with the melody. When we hear our
favorite songs, often the first thing we want to do as singers is sing along. For those who want to learn and/or
understand harmony, sing less and listen more. It may seem strange, but eventually you’ll be able to sing along
and sing in harmony (and in tune). As you listen (not singing), actively listen for the parts that are not the melody.
Listen to your favorite songs repeatedly until you are familiar enough with the “other” parts (harmony) to start
singing along with them.
Listening is one of It needs to be stressed that listening is one of the most important aspects of learning
how to sing anything well, especially harmony. Many people today spend much less time
the most important listening than they do singing. By doing that—singing more than listening—really is a big
aspects of singing reason singers may be “off.” By singing a cappella and truly listening to each other, it will
help build vocal independence which is necessary to be able to sing Barbershop, or any
harmony well. kind of music, properly.
In today’s world of music, much of what is being sung is not written down, but is what we in Barbershop would
call “ear singing.” That’s how our art form began and now the rest of the world is catching up to us in that respect.
All in all, what we need to do is spend more time listening to learn how to sing. That includes recording yourself
and then listening to that recording, again and again, without singing along. It’s hard to face the realities of what
the recordings tell you, but that’s the only way you can fix the problems you should hear. By listening to yourself
on those recordings, you will also be able to hear the other parts to see if you are singing with them or by yourself.
This also works with our learning tracks. Can you listen to the full mix of each song and hear your part and the
other parts? Do you hear how they fit together? When you learn your part, can you sing with the other three parts
so that it all fits together as it should? That’s the only way you become a better harmony singer. After all, even
those who sing the melody must sing in harmony.
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The joy of Quarteting
Al Kelts
2017 President

A

Page 9
June 2017
their focus changed to a “tenor dominant” sound like what
we heard during our shows. However, each member of the
quartet had an excellent voice and used it effectively to produce an excellent quartet package, greatly appreciated by
all!
It is my hope that over the next year, more of the SOD
chorus members will “take the plunge” and try quartet singing.

s I look back at our shows on Saturday,
May 13, it grieves me that only two quartets performed. This is especially sad
since our national organization, now
called the Barbershop Harmony Society, is still legally
registered under its initial name, i.e., Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing
in America, Inc. (SPEBSQSA). Of course the history of our
organization goes back to its founding by O.C. Cash and
Rupert Hall in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1938 when many barbershops had four chairs and, I guess, some barbers liked
to harmonize. In those days there was no written barbershop music (unlike now with some 33,000+ arrangements)
and singers “wood-shedded” harmonies while one guy
sang the melody. Obviously, this made it difficult for several members of one part to sing the same wood-shedded
notes in a chorus unless these notes were written down
(or taught by rote ~Ed). For example, could you imagine
several singers in the Baritone section wood-shedding the
baritone part? WOW! Hence, the emphasis on singing in
quartets rather than choruses. In fact, the first quartet contests required each quartet to wood-shed songs because
written, arranged music was forbidden.
For Black Hills Blend, these shows were the first time
that we had performed in an annual show with our new
lead, Alan Schulte. Alan has observed that quartet singing is quite different from choral singing, i.e., the success
or failure of the lead part depends on only one guy—him.
On the other hand, when chords “ring” it is the result of four
different guys singing the right notes in four different parts!
Now, in our shows, factor in the anxiety due to bright lights
and an audience who expects it to be good! As Al Pitts and
I watched my green and gray video of BHB and listened to
the sound, I observed:
• The glitch in the middle of our song was noticeable, but
not devastating.
• I could actually hear Alan’s voice, telling the story of the
song.
• Our phrases were too clipped, leaving “spaces” in the
music which interrupted its natural flow.
• The tenor entrance at the beginning of the song should
have been louder or the other parts softer.
• We did ring some chords. YES!
Vocal Spectrum sang several crowd-pleasing songs
and was greatly appreciated by our audiences as well as
by us. I did go back to some of their previous recordings
on YouTube and observed some progression of their singing over the years. Initially, they focused on chords with
Tim Waurick occasionally doing long-winded posts, sort of
like the songs they sang at the afterglow. As time went by

Al

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

WHY THE ART OF
BARBERSHOP
IS SO HARD

Learn the notes.
Learn the correct notes.
Sing the notes correctly.
Fix the bad notes.
Sing the notes with the Lead.
Sing the notes correctly with the Lead.
Sing the notes correctly with the Tenor.
Sing the notes correctly with the Bari, reveling
in the awesomeness of the rub.
9. Fix the bad notes with the Bari.
10. Sing the notes correctly with all the parts.
11. Fix the vowels.
12. Learn the correct vowels.
13. Talk about the correct vowels.
14. Sing the same vowels as everyone else, including the BSari.
15. Sing the same, correct vowels on the correct
notes, correctly.
16. Sing the same words as everyone else.
17. Sing the correct words, correctly.
18. Sing the emotions of the words as a continuous
phrase, instead of single words.
19. Sing the same emotions of the phrases as the
other parts.
20. Sing the notes correctly, now that emotions
have changed everything.
21. Sing the vowels correctly, now that emotions
and notes have changed everything.
22. Add in choreography and start over.
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GONNA SIT RIGHT HERE
Music by UNKNOWN
Arrangement by UNKNOWN

Words by UNKNOWN
Gon - na
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At least Clayton was animated
among the stone statues!

Member's Resource Center
Keep for reference – click on active links below

BHS Website – www.barbershop.org
Rocky Mountain District website – www.rmdsing.org
BHS Phone Number – 1-800-876-SING (6474) – toll free
Renew you membership – www.barbershop.org/ebiz
Quartet registration – www.barbershop.org/ebiz
Find a member, chapter, quartet – www.barbershop.org/ebiz
SOD Chorus VP Music – sdprice@rap.midco.net
SOD Chorus President – dockelts@aol.com
SOD Chorus VP Membership – dan@horsleyrefinishing.com
Voice of Rushmore editor – leaderman@midco.net
			
605-381-9680 (Cell)
Webmaster – kenweybright@shrineofdemocracychorus.org
			
605-721-7650

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mount Rushmore Chapter and the Shrine of Democracy Chorus shall promote, encourage, and perpetuate the barbershop style of singing in both the chorus
and quartets by bringing men together in harmony and
fellowship, thereby enriching their lives through singing. We will continually use resources and opportunities
available to us locally and through the Rocky Mountain
District to improve our singing and performances.
© xxxx

