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Presidential
Pontifications

The Prez Sez

Sincere congrats to Jim Olson, our
Barbershopper of the year, and to all
the Sparkplug award winners as well.
| know there are others who deserve
recognition for their efforts on behalf of
the chorus and | want to assure them
that those efforts are appreciated and
will eventually be recognized.

We now have a promotional display
window in the hall of the civic center.
Itts the last one on the South wall just
East of the escalator. Thanks to John
and Del for putting together an at-
tractive display for us. | hope youill all
stop and see it soon. If you have any
suggestions or constructive criticisms,
please let me know. We can change it
as often as we like.

Radio ads for Singing Valentines
will be starting next Wednesday. It
wouldnit hurt anything to start suggest-
ing our services to friends, relatives,
business associates, even (heaven
forbid) total strangers. After all, most of
our customers are total strangers.

This months giggle:
| was always taught to respect my
elders. Unfortunately, itis getting
harder to ynd one.

BASS-ically,

Pete

-

Buffalo Bills-Era
Quartet Contest

Congratulations go out to John Cook,
Donald Richmond, Wyman Schmidt,
and our own Al Pitts for entering and
singing in the Buffalo Bills-Era Quartet
Contest.

The quartet, now known as Wild Blue
Yonder, but formerly know as the Met-
ronomes (or metro-gnomes) got back
together for the last Harmony Hap-
pening in August. They liked what they
heard, had a lot of fun doing it, and
decided to go to the Mid-Winter Con-
vention in Albuquerque to compete.

We will look forward to hearing great
stories about this contest and the
great times they had there. Thanks, Al,
for representing the Shrine of Democ-
racy Chorus. Weire proud of you!

(From Jack Martin via the internet.)

There were about 250 folks in the
audience for the prelims. The room
they gave us for the contest had about
200 seats, so there was a standing
room only situation. Looked impres-
sive, regardless of the numbers.

There was one quartet named fiwild
Blue Yonderd that was made up of
4 men who were in the Air Force
together back in the early 50is and ac-
tually competed against the Orphans
back in 1954. (They were not the Air
4is.) No they did not win but added a
quality of singing popular back in the
earlier years. | thought they exhibited
a quality similar to that of the Schmitt
Brothers in their prime time.

Barbershopper Of The Year

On January 13th barbershoppers
from all over the area met at the
Meadowbrook Grill to celebrate the in-
stallation of new ofycers for 2007. But
foremost on most minds was who the
Barbershopper Of The Year (BOTY)
would be. Who would be chosen?

After several Spark Plug Awards
were given out to well deserving men,
and narrowing the yeld down consider-
ably, the big announcement came from
last yearis recipient, Steve Ferley. (At
least we knew it wouldnit be Steve
since he was presenting the award,
not that he wasnit deserving.)

Proudly we honored our BOTY for
20086. It is none other than Jim Olsen.
As most of you know, Jim was the
force behind last yearis annual show.
Glutton for punishment that he is, he
also agreed to be the chairman again
this year.

What many of you donit know is that
Jim also took the time and effort to get
our papers of incorporation yled with
the state. It was Jim who made sure
all the fiTos were crossed and the filos
were dotted so that the Secretary of
State would accept our paperwork and
incorporate our chapter.

Jim is a stalwart in the chapter, hav-
ing served as President and Immedi-
ate Past President within the past few
years. He has served as MC for the
afterglow at Harmony Happening, and
has been willing to sing both lead and
baritone in the chorus.

Congratulations Jim! (And thanks!)
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Board Minutes

David LiEsperance, Secretary

At the January Board meeting, your
Board ynalized plans for the Installa-
tion Banquet to be held on January
13 at the Meadowbrook Grill.

We also discussed items to be
displayed in the window at the Civic
Center. Ideas included a large photo

of the Chorus from the group Johnny Sundby took at one of the caroling perfor-
mances, our Chapter Charter, show programs, other photos of our performan-

ces, parts of uniforms, music.

Martin Pfeiffer is home after his heart surgery and reportedly doing well.
Preparations will begin soon for Singing Valentines, and a budget of $1400

was approved.

The 2007 Harmony Happening in the Hills will be the third weekend in August,
instead of the fourth weekend, and the clinician will be Rick Spencer, the BHS
Director of Music Services. Rick is Jim Debussmanis boss, and Jim highly rec-
ommended him. The change of date is necessary because thatis the only time
Rick is available; the Society HQ move to Nashville will take place the second
half of August. Hopefully, our Society CEO, Ed Watson, will be able to escape
the moving for a few days and return as well.

The RMD Harmony College will take place February 2-4 in Estes Park Colo-
rado, and the Board approved a budget limit of $2000. This amount will cover alll
or most of the costs for the registration, food and lodging for Chapter members
who attend. Fuel expenses will be the responsibility of the travelers.

Dr. Gary Welsh has asked the Chorus to again perform at the fils There a Doc-
tor in the House?0 affair on March 31 at the Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn.

Before the Board adjourned to enter into the planning session, we each
expressed our deep gratitude to Larry Putnam for his years of superb service as

our Chapter Treasurer. His hard work has been evident, and Jim Gogolin literally
and yguratively has some very big shoes to yll!!

The next Board meeting will be February 6 at the Coldwell Banker Training

Center, convening at 7PM.

Sgd Inx Ne AdimT @m Dchsng

Getting out this little paper is no
picnic. If we print jokes, people say
they are silly. If we donit, they say we
are too serious. If we clip things from
other sources, we are too lazy to
write stuff for ourselves. If we donit,
we are too fond of our own stuff. If
we donit print contributions, we donit
appreciate true genius. If we print
them, the paper is full of junk. If we
make a change in the other fellowis
writing, then we are too critical. If we
donit, we are asleep. Now likely as
not, someone will say we swiped this

from some other publication. We did.
Stolen from iMinnetonka Clipper,0 Garry Gar-
rison, editor.

In Perfect Harmony

David

Pr actice is
someth ing we do
at h ome, ever y
day , betweenr e-
h ear sals!

R eh ear sal is
wh er e wer ein-
for ce wh at we
h ave been pr ac-

ticing ever y day !
Lifted from fiThe Pitcho edited by Murray
Phillips of the Greater Montreal Chapter
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LJ Musical Notes LJ

John Elving, VP, Music & Performance

Now, | know that August, and Harmony Happening, seem a long way off. After
all, we have our show to get ready. And before that, itis singing valentines. Oh,
and then theretis performances throughout the summer, possibly including ylling
in for a couple of church choirs. But it is time to think about what will be happen-
ing at Harmony Happening this year.

During our planning session for the new board, we decided to try something
a little different to make Harmony Happening bigger and better. Never fear,
we arenft going to a weeklong camp while we prepare for the concert at Mt.
Rushmore. We are, however going to try to add something on Friday which
could involve some help from many of you.

Friday will become a whole day adventure, hopefully, for the young people
in the area. It would be a Youth in Harmony session. Middle school and high
school boys (and possibly some girls) would work with several clinicians learn-
ing about the barbershop style, and working together on two or three songs.
We will be trying to line up a quartet to help out with getting the youth enthused
about our unique style of music.

Then on Saturday they will be joining us for our rehearsals and training ses-
sions. Until you have experienced the enthusiasm of young people as they ex-
perience the ringing of chords, many for the very yrst time, you wonit believe the
amount of energy you can get from them.

On Saturday evening they will have the opportunity to sing their prepared
songs at Mt Rushmore, along with singing in the large chorus. This could be the
largest chorus on the risers in a long time.

We will need to ynd sponsors for the young people attending so that they can
afford to stay at a motel, or in someoneis home. We will also have some added
expenses that need to be covered by willing people or businesses wanting to
further the musical education of those attending.

Oh, and by the way, our clinician for the Saturday event will be Rick Spencer,

Director of Music and Education. This will be another weekend not to be missed.

Harmony Happening 2007 T save the date!

As we move ahead with this new venture, | will be asking some of you to help
out in some way. Most jobs will be small and easily managed , but some will be
bigger. Donit shy away from helping our youth enjoy this passionate hobby as
much as you do.

Sing-cerely & Humm-bly,

Dend

Music Is

love in

search
of a
word.

~Sidney Lanier
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Barbershopper Of The Year (BOTY) Jim Olson (L)

receives his plaque from Steve Ferley.
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| prefer poor voices to poor ears
because sometimes they take a
rest.

Want Ad: Baritone for a top-20
guartet. Must have International
experience and a relatively new
large van. Send photo of van.

The amount of food prepared for
an Afterglow, as a percentage of
the guestis requirements, is either
84 percent or 192 percent.

If youire having trouble ynding the
fourth guy for your quartet, consid-
er this: stop looking. Instead, call
your three-man group a fimini cho-
rus.o Itis all a matter of semantics.
A mini chorus will py. A three-man
guartet is a dumb idea.

If you are going on stage following
a Sweet Adeline quartet, you better
be ready with your best stuff.

Accept that every lead has his own
ficomfort zone.o Youtve got two
choices: (a) pitch the song within
his zone or (b) be prepared for a
downhill sleigh ride while he steers
you home.

Over the years live heard hun-
dreds of maybe-true excuses why
someonels voice and/or ear was
finot just working right tonight.o
Have you ever heard an accept-
able excuse for having missed an
attack or a release?

Ask any barbershopper how many
times he pats and how many of the
chorus repertoire songs does he
know cold-turkey. To arrive at the
truth, multiply the former by two
and divide the latter by three.

Get in the habit of putting your
name-tag on and off within your
car. Why have your neighbors think
youire going senile?

Strive to sing, privately, one pat
note everyday ... just so your ear
doesnit lose its ability to detect it.

Accept a breath mint if either your
spouse or a barbershopper offers
you one.






