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Awesome Sounds Awesome Day

August 25, 2006 - a day that will live in inyrmary! (Almost!) You see, that was
the day yfteen people - thirteen barbershoppers, one spouse, and one park
ranger - tried to do away with one Jim DeBusman. Thatis my story and lim stick-
ing to it. Actually that was the yrst day of Harmony Happening, 2006. And it was
the day that yfteen people, including Jim D, climbed up Mt Rushmore to stand
at the back of Washingtonis head. It was also the day that Mr. DeBusman tried
to plummet down the mountainside in one swell foop, only to be stopped by a
quick thinking member of the Shrine of Democracy Chorus.

But enough of that. That day was also the ofycial beginning of Harmony Hap-
pening, starting with a time of fipreglow,0 actually happening the evening before
the actual events. During that time of fellowship and frivolity, we were also privi-
leged to meet and sing tags with the chief tagmaster of the Society, Ed Watson.
What a great time that was singing tags with him!.

The next day began early as we met at Hill City High School in the audito-
rium to begin rehearsing as a combined chorus for that eveningis show at Mt.
Rushmore (seen above).

The Shrine of Democracy Chorus was joined by singers from the Denver,
CO area, many different places in South Dakota, and eighteen men from the
Bozeman, MT chapter. The Bozeman chapter brought yve vans more than yve
hundred miles one way just to sing with us. What an honor and thrill that was!
Their former director, Jim Price, was justiyably busting his buttons with pride
over their joining us.

We were also joined in the chorus by BHS CEO Ed Watson. He even taught
us some new tags during the day and evening. Now, if we could only remember
them. Oh, the curses of age!

What a day of teaching, learning
and singing it was. We worked on
all the normal songs we sing at Mt.
Rushmore. And, no, much to President
Peteis chagrin, we did not sing Four
Faces On Mt. Rushmore this year. We
all know that is his favorite! Jim D had
us sing Joe Lilesi Overlay and America
The Beautiful in a different conygura-
tion than we had in previous years.

We worked on two new songs, Aint
Misbehavini and Frog Kissini. Since
none of us had ever gone out kissing
frogs, we had the most to learn on that
song. We proved equal to the task,
however, and were able to sing it in
our performance that night.

This was a great year to perform at
Mt. Rushmore. With sixty-three men
on stage in the massed chorus, along
with the Shrine of Democracy Chorus,
the Bozeman Chord Rustlers, and
three quartets - fiThe Latest Rendi-
tion, The Metronomes (a blast from
the past), and a mixed quartet from
Denver, we put on quite a show in one
hour.

Our thanks go to Jim DeBusman for
once again directing and teaching us
much about singing, Ed Watson for
singing with us and teaching us tags,
and all those who came, some from
great distances, to be a part of this
yearis Harmony Happening. We look
forward to having you all with us next
year.

If you missed this yearis festivities,
then plan on it for next year. There is
nothing better than a Harmony Hap-
pening in the Black Hills!






