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The Prez Sez
By the time you read this we should be talking about the successful Oktober-

fest we just had.  Thanks to all who pitched in with decorations and helped get 
the hall set up and ready (and then took it all down again afterwards).

Coming right up is the singout at the Mormon church on Canyon Lake Drive. 
Please be at practice Nov. 2nd to prepare. 

Annnnnd theennn...itôs time to get out the Christmas music and get ready for 
appearances at the mall and various retirement homes.  And the beat goes on....

I just ordered thirteen tickets for the International in Denver next summer.  I 
just wish it had been 50 or 60.  I canôt stress enough what a wonderful experi-
ence it is to hear the very best of our society compete for the gold medals signi-
fying THE BEST of the best.  And the competition is only part of the fun.  Check 
out the society website and the Harmonizer for all the scheduled events and 
seminars.  It is worth completely redoing your summer plans, if you need to, in 
order to attend the International when it is this close to us.  Thereôs still lots of 
good tickets available.

Sign seen on cemetery road:  DEAD END.
BASS-ically,

Pete

Presidential Pontifications

Stanley Blum (11/9)
Jim Price (11/18)

*Any birthday missed 
only means you didnôt 
age this year, but get 
me your DOB and weôll 
make sure you age 
next year!

Ohww¡
Ipy{okh¡(

Gene Opstedahl (bass)
Peter Stach (lead)

Welcome
New Members

Nov. 11-12
Estes Park

òLife is not measured in the 
number of breaths we take, 
but in the number of breath-
less moments we create.ó

Darryl Flynn

Society Purchases Building for 
New Headquarters

The Societyôs search for a new home 
in Nashville ended with the purchase 
of an existing building at a prime 
downtown Nashville address.

The Society will breathe new life into 
the 36,000-square-foot building, lo-
cated at 110 7th Avenue North, as ex-
tensive renovations begin in the next 
few months. Just off Broadway in the 
center of Nashvilleðwith easy access 
off Interstate 65ðthe Society head-
quarters will enjoy a prime location, 
good neighbors, and great potential for 
return on investment.

Prime location
Centering the Society in Music City 

will help increase awareness of the 
organization and the barbershop har-
mony art form.

Located in the immediate area of 
the new Society headquarters are 
the Nashville Convention Center, the 
Gaylord Entertainment Center, an arts 
magnet high school, a Masonic temple 
and a planned residential building. 
Only minutes away are the brand new 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center, 
Frist Center for the Visual Arts, Ry-
man Auditorium and Tennessee State, 
Belmont and Vanderbilt universities. 
Nashville, itself, is a prime tourism 
location.
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tions may be sent to the editor via 
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605.381.9680

Note: Articles without bylines are 
written by the editor-in-cheap.
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Articles, pictures, and other sub-
missions for publication need to be 
submitted to the editor by the 25th 
of each month. Submissions may 
be made by emailing the editor at: 
leaderman@earthlink.net, or by 
hard copy at 6806 Peaceful Pines 
Rd., Black Hawk, SD 57718.

Due to varicose reasons, the bored 
members did not meet as a board 
in October. If the bored members all 
know what board room in which they 
are meeting as a bored board, then 
the bored members may (or may not) 
attend the board meeting of the bored.

David

Board
Minutes

David 
LôEsperance

Howgozit
You may be wondering how the 

Harmonizer placement project is pro-
gressing. We have been holding 50-50 
rafþes for several weeks and asked 
for donations of your old Harmonizers. 
The copies that members donated to 
the effort have been placed in lobbies 
and waiting rooms in the Rapid City 
area. RC Regional Hospital was quite 
happy to have the magazines and 
will place/replace as many as we can 
bring in. Twenty copies of the May-
June 2006 issue were ordered from 
Harmony Marketplace to be given to 
school libraries. That order arrived 
while I was on vacation. Some, but not 
all of those have been placed in area 
schools. Funds are available for pur-
chase of more new Harmonizers when 
needed.

But I need your help, again. While 
talking to one school librarian I asked 
about need or desire for a CD with the 
national anthem on it for their use dur-
ing school day opening festivities. The 
librarian thought that a CD would be 
OK, but with TVs in each classroom 
the news notes and such are promul-
gated by way of the TVs. So ï does 
anyone know of an available video of 
a quartet singing the anthem?

CDs with the national anthem would 
still make a nice addition to school 
resources as many or most schools 
do not have vocalists to sing the an-
them for sporting or assembly events 
and would welcome some variety 
in their recorded inventory. Let me 
know which quartet you think has the 
best cut of the national anthem. I will 
then approach them about donating/
purchasing/licensing their rendition for 
duplication and placement in our area 
schools and amateur sports teams.

Thanks for your support, and your 
help!

Jim G.

Public Relations
& Publicity

Jim Gogolin
VP, PR & Publicity

Barbershop Quartet 
Sings at

Steve Irwinôs
Funeral

From the Harmonet éé. Thanks to 
Brooks Harkkey, Vocal Majority

You may recall the recent death 
of Steve Irwin, also known as the 
Crocodile Hunter. I just learned that 
The Blenders from Brisbane sang at 
his private funeral service. This was 
televised on ABC (Australian Broad-
casting Company) but I donôt know 
what US stations it may have been 
shown on. A sad occasion, but at the 
same time, an impressive invitation 
for our singing brothers in Australia. 
A link to The Blendersô site: http://
www.theblenders.com.au/

The Blenders plan to attend the Den-
ver international convention in 2006.

--Brooks in Dallas

ñI think popular music 
in this country is one 
of the few things in 

the twentieth century 
that have made giant 
strides in reverse.ò

- Bing Crosby
Q. Whatôs the range of a 
bagpipe?
A. Twenty yards if you have 
a good arm.
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ñWhen Itôs Polka Time In Our Houseò
Del Beck, Oktoberfest Chairman

Ein Prosit!  Ein Prosit!  Der Gemiitlichkeit.
That old Oktoberfest toast reminds us of why we celebrate the 200 year-old German festival. It started and still is held in 

Munich, Germany in the same ñmeadowò of its origin when King Ludwig I married Princess Theresia. The King invited all 
the ñCommoners in the landò to the wedding. Oktoberfest is really a Bavarian festival, not necessarily held in great regard 
in much of Germany. It is more popular in the United States than in the Old Country. A Toast!  A Toast! to the good times.  
(Insert your own translation for a fun activity.)

ñBleibt doch kein Liechtensteiner auf seinem platzò
You may have noticed that the dance þoor was ýlled with dancers approximately 60 seconds after the band started play-

ing. This crowd was ready to dance and the action provides proof that the above line from the song is right on. A Leichten-
steiner, or anyone else who loves ñOompah musicò, cannot stay ñin his place/platzò but must get out and dance when the 
ñmusik legte los,ò when the music lets loose or takes off.

This chapter has supported an Oktoberfest since 1998. The festival has been held, in our own style, during most Oc-
tober months since its inception here. In order for this activity to become a reality, individuals must get involved. Here is 
recognition to those who helped make it happen. Hopefully no one was overlooked:

Letôs start with the music. Clayton Southwick, John Elving and Jim Price worked long and hard preparing us in the sing-
ing of the polkas. John took the wraps off a brand new sound system literally minutes before the warm-up of the event, set 
it all up and made the necessary adjustments. His wife, Barbara, worked the sound board.

Gary Welsh set up the stage providing the beautiful backdrops along with a new set of lights which he put together. Gary 
also enlisted the help of his family, as his wife, son and brother all assisted in some way. Good plan.

Doug Nahrgang located a ýeld of pumpkins and gourds which the owner offered to us at no cost. Doug, Pete and Del 
ýlled Dougôs pickup with the harvest which was brought to the KC Hall to provide a nice fall decor.

Jim Gogolin was our Bratmeister. He provided the grills and supervised the bratwurst production carried out by Gene 
Opstedahl and several chapter members. Jim considered applying for hazard pay after one grill ñblew upò during lighting 
and singed his eyebrows. The door prizes and the neat table covering were Jimôs ideas.

Pete Anderson is such a reliable Biermeister. He seems to enjoy his work. There is always a generous supply of good 
beer. Former member Bob Melvin once again served as head bartender. The radio ads were also arranged for by Pete.

Steve Ferley, aided by his wife Beth Anne and others, handled ticket sales and keeping the riff-raff (except for the chorus 
members) out of the hall.

When you next see Brenda Pates, please thank her for the huge contribution she continues to make to our festival by 
gathering, preparing and setting up our food concession. This is a really large money-maker and vital to our success. 
Assisting Brenda Saturday morning in the preparation of the potato salad were Jane Anderson, Lynell Parrott-Knowlton, 
Shirley Whitney, and Sharon Beck.

A big thanks to the wives of chorus members for a super job in serving the food to our customers. Couldnôt do it without 
you!.

We applaud the chorus members for their enthusiastic performance of the polka show. Even the ñLiechtensteinerò came 
through in good shape. Thanks, guys, for the help with setting up and striking the stage and picking up wherever needed. 
Risky Business added to the show with two great numbers along with their humor and energy.

A salute to our friends from the Germans from Russia Heritage Society for the partnership we enjoy in making our festi-
val authentic. The kuchen was so-o-o  good. They sold every slice with folks wanting more.

The Hazukas and Father Kari ï what a perfect band for the occasion. The beautiful (?) accordion sounds were a real 
treat. This band attracted a local following which helped our efforts toward  a successful event. This group representing 
three generations of Hazukas and one Priest must be unique. Roy, Roger and Brad Hazuka from eastern South Dakota 
and Father Kari from Sturgis make up this ýne foursome.

This chapter can be proud of an activity which brings together the efforts of its members and involves the community. 
Oh, by the way,  preliminary ýnancial ýgures indicate that we may have ended on the plus-side of the ledger.

Del
Another BIG THANKS needs to go to Del for heading this up. Without his use of the bull-whip, Oktoberfest a la Shrine of 

Democracy, would never happen. Thanks for keeping us on track and spearheading another successful Oktoberfest, Del. 
Ed.




